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During her tenure as Executive Director, 
ACRS expanded its behavioral health and 
civic engagement programs. In addition, 
ACRS moved its headquarters to a larger fa-
cility in Rainier Valley, which allowed them to 
better serve the fastest growing racial group in 
King County. Today, ACRS has a staff of 250 
people, a budget of $13 million, and serves 
more than 26,000 people annually in over 40 
languages and dialects. 

Outside of running one of the oldest and 
largest pan-Asian Pacific American organiza-
tions in the United States, Ms. Narasaki’s con-
tributions to her community are numerous. 
She co-founded Washington State’s Asian Pa-
cific Islander Coalition, a network of local and 
community groups serving immigrants and ref-
ugees. She has chaired the Washington State 
Asian Pacific Directors Coalition and the Mi-
nority Executive Directors Coalition, and co- 
chaired the Asian Pacific Women’s Caucus 
and the Seattle Community Police Commis-
sion. The U.S. Secretary of Health & Human 
Services appointed her to serve on SAMHSA’s 
Center for Mental Health Services National 
Advisory Council. In 2005, the Ford Founda-
tion named her as one of seventeen people in 
the country to receive the Leadership for 
Changing America award. She also helped or-
ganize the Asian Pacific American Legislative 
day, an event in which dozens of community 
groups join forces at the State Capitol in 
Olympia to voice their concerns to lawmakers. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Diane Narasaki on her well-de-
served retirement. Her story is an inspiration 
to all those who strive to serve their commu-
nities. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Pat and Lynn 
Schaaf of Griswold, Iowa on the very special 
occasion of their 65th wedding anniversary. 
They were married on July 4, 1953. 

Pat and Lynn’s lifelong commitment to each 
other and their family truly embodies Iowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 65th anniversary, 
I hope it is filled with happy memories. May 
their commitment grow even stronger, as they 
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 65th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 
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Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the centennial anniver-

sary of the founding of Congregation B’nai 
Israel in Fleischmanns, New York. 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
Jewish immigrants began to move into the 
Catskills region, first to farm and later to enter 
the rapidly developing resort sector. Strong in 
their faith, a small group of Jewish farmers, 
merchants, and resort owners would meet reg-
ularly for Torah study. It was these intimate 
gatherings that laid the strong foundations for 
Congregation B’nai Israel to grow. 

Congregation B’nai Israel was formally in-
corporated in 1918, and ground was broken 
on their synagogue only a few short years 
later. The synagogue is one of the oldest in 
the Catskills, and is listed on both the National 
and New York Register of Historic Places. 
Simple yet beautiful, with exposed trusses, a 
gabled roof, and unique Gothic and classical 
details, the synagogue’s modest design serves 
as a reminder of the congregation’s humble 
but inspiring beginnings. 

The congregation has long served the spir-
itual needs of residents and continues to con-
tribute to the area’s vibrant societal and cul-
tural fabric. This centennial anniversary marks 
a great milestone in the congregation’s history 
and serves as an important time for reflection 
of the past and hope for the future. On behalf 
of the 19th Congressional District and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, I would like to ex-
tend my sincerest congratulations to Con-
gregation B’nai Israel. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Benjamin 
P. McKee of Des Moines, Iowa for achieving 
the rank of Eagle Scout. Benjamin is a mem-
ber of Boy Scout Troop No. 43 in Urbandale. 

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 
advancement rank in scouting. Approximately 
5 percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained over the past century. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Benjamin has an exceptional 
record of community service. He has volun-
teered for Project A.W.A.R.E to help clean up 
the waterways in Iowa, led the Pledge of Alle-
giance at the Iowa State Fair for new Amer-
ican citizens, and his Eagle Scout project was 
raising funds for the Paws & Effect program, 
which funds service dogs in Iowa. The work 
ethic Benjamin has shown in his Eagle Project 
and every other project leading to his Eagle 
Scout rank speaks volumes of his commitment 
to serving a cause greater than himself and 
assisting his community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication, and per-
severance. I am honored to represent Ben-
jamin and his family in the United States Con-
gress. I know that all of my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-

lating him on obtaining the Eagle Scout rank-
ing, and I wish him continued success in his 
future education and career. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. George Francis 
Ruppenicker, Jr. of Dallas, Georgia, on his 
90th birthday. 

Mr. Ruppenicker was born August 29, 1928, 
in Brooklyn, New York. He graduated from 
Mepham High School in Bellmore, New York 
in 1946. 

In July of 1946, Mr. Ruppenicker enlisted in 
the United States Navy and was stationed at 
the Naval Air Technical Training Center Radar 
School in Corpus Christi, Texas. He was hon-
orably discharged in 1948. 

After serving for two years, in 1948, Mr. 
Ruppenicker enrolled at Georgia Tech, major-
ing in textile engineering. 

While being enrolled at Georgia Tech, Mr. 
Ruppenicker enlisted into the United States 
Naval Reserve. When the Korean War broke 
out in 1950, he was reactivated, and was hon-
orably discharged in 1952, with the rank of 
Aviation Electronics Tech—Third Class. 

After fulfilling his obligations during the Ko-
rean War, he reenrolled at Georgia Tech to 
finish his degree. While studying at Georgia 
Tech, he was employed by Lockheed Aircraft 
Company at Dobbins Air Force Base in Mari-
etta. 

After graduation, Mr. Ruppenicker married 
Miriam Evelyn Tatman on July 25, 1953. To-
gether, they had four children. 

After graduating from Georgia Tech in 1954, 
Mr. Ruppenicker went to work at the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Southern 
Regional Research Laboratory in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana as a research engineer for cot-
ton textiles. After a nearly 40-year career with 
USDA, he retired on December 31, 1993. 

After 47 years of marriage, Miriam passed 
away in 2000. Mr. Ruppenicker remarried in 
2003 to Patricia Ardrey Robinson. 

Recently, Mr. Ruppenicker was recognized 
his 50 years of service as a member of the 
Square and Compass Freemason Lodge. 
Honor and integrity being the core of the Ma-
sonic belief system, Mr. Ruppenicker epito-
mizes these attributes. 

A Boy Scout leader, Sunday school teacher 
at Dallas First United Methodist Church, hos-
pital volunteer at WellStar Paulding and avid 
gardener, Mr. Ruppenicker is content on 
spending his days with family and friends and 
always eager to lend a helping hand. 

I want to close by saying Happy 90th Birth-
day, George. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Steven 
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